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READINGS THIS SUNDAY
1st Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 The Lord’s Servant will stand firm, even when persecuted.

2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 Christ was obedient even to death, and God has exalted him.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 26:14—27:66 Jesus is crucified, and his body is placed in the tomb.
(shorter form: Matthew 27:11-54)

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Parishioners,

Fr Rene Lopez, PSS, who was supposed to come to our parish as our Holy Week speaker,
posted the following reflection on his Facebook page after watching Pope Francis on Friday,
March 27 at the Urbi et Orbi Blessing. He has graciously allowed me to republish it here:

“Today, we witnessed a very moving service presided by the Holy Father. | was very moved by
the figure of the Pope standing alone on St. Peter’s square. Here was a man who was visibly
Sharing the difficulties of many older people. He was short of breath. He limped. He needed
assistance to walk. He was also visibly pained by the suffering and death of many. Standing alone
for much of the time, he was the sign of the solitude and loneliness of the sick and the dying.
There is no greater suffering than suffering alone. But the Pope bravely reminded us that
throughout this time of anxiety, fear, pain, and loneliness, God, the Father of Jesus, is never
indifferent: But Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on the cushion. So they woke Him and said,
“Teacher, don’t You care that we are perishing?” Then Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and the
sea. “Silence!” He commanded. “Be stilll” And the wind died down, and it was perfectly calm. “Why
are you so afraid?” He asked. “Do you still have no faith?” In Jesus, the power of his Father is
present. It is a presence that brings calm to the turbulent winds and sea that instill fear in us.

If today you are feeling sad, anxious, regretful, guilty, hurting, mourning, alone, lonely, perhaps
bored, tired and weary, embrace your deepest sentiments and emotions. In solitude, even for a
brief moment, acknowledge your need for the presence and company of another, for consolation,
for forgiveness, for relief, for peace, for rest, for an understanding embrace. And in faith-filled
prayer, repeat his name, “Jesus,” God saves. And in wordless adoration, feel his presence,
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FROM THE PASTOR ...from cover page

the One who came for you, for us, as “Immanuel,” God-is-with-us. He is here. He is here for you
and me as Savior. And when you shall have felt his gentle saving love, rise and bring the gift of
your presence to another hurting person.”

For the complete text of Pope Francis message, please visit our parish website www.sscmdp.org.

| am grateful once again for our generous parishioners who have been mailing or dropping off
their weekly envelopes and also those who have already enrolled to give through online giving. At
a time like this, despite the uncertainty and doubt that we are all going through, you are a ray of
light and hope. The virus that we are all battling with at this time should not be the only thing that
is contagious — generosity, charity and faith are certainly things we all have and most certainly
should be infecting others with.

Please visit our newly formatted parish website for parish updates and for the complete Holy
Week livestream schedule. Despite our limitation and circumstance, we promise to bring to you
worthwhile and uplifting liturgical celebrations that our spirits truly need and yearn for at this time.

Fr. Giwd GCarcia
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MASSES WILL BE SAID PRIVATELY BY
PRIEST CELEBRANTS

Saturday
8:00 pm - Fr. Gius Garcia Livestream
Sunday
8:00 am - Fr. Gius Garcia
9:30 am - Fr. Moise Aime Livestream
11:00 am -Fr. Moise Aime
12:30 pm -Fr. Patrick Grace Livestream




APRIL 5, 2020 PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION

PAGE 6



